Awareness Mystery Value (AMV): Distinctively Local Schemes of Learning
	Key Stage 1 Unit 7: Why are some places special? [C&D]

This unit explores how religions and beliefs express aspects of human nature in a variety of creative ways 

	About this example

This example is built upon using local places of worship within walking distance of the school. It was written by Rachel Cooper (Trinity CofE First School). 

The programme of learning aims to engage pupils through activities that may, e.g:

· affirm identities and sense of belonging, relate to social interests, involve working with others and leave nobody out;

· offer an authentic experience or encounter, which challenges their own views and extends their understanding of others;

· introduce something new that they feel impelled to share with others; or help them to see the significance of something already familiar.

	Where the example fits into the curriculum 

This example connects with Areas of Enquiry C (Forms of expressing meaning) and D (Identity, diversity and belonging).

In terms of ‘experiences and opportunities’, the example includes visiting local places of worship. It makes cross-curricular connections with ICT, by using ICT to explore religions and beliefs as practised in the local community. It connects with ART by looking at different types of art and the symbols and pictures used.

	Prior Learning

In ART, pupils have begun to look at different types of art, e.g., paintings, drawings, sculptures and textiles.

In RE, pupils have considered both why some books are special and why is Jesus special.

	Featured Religions / Beliefs
	Focus Areas of Enquiry

	Christianity
	AT 1: Learning ABOUT religion and belief
	AT 2: Learning FROM religion and belief

	
	A.  Beliefs, teachings and sources
	
	D.  Identity, diversity and belonging
	(

	
	B.  Practices and ways of life
	
	E.  Meaning, purpose and truth
	

	
	C.  Forms of expressing meaning
	(
	F.  Values and commitments
	


	Key Question: Why are some places special?

	Supplementary Questions 

	(a) What places are special to me? Why are they special?
(b) What places are special to members of a religious or belief community? (Buildings used for worship, special places in the home)
(c) What do these buildings that are special to religious or belief communities look like?
i) Do they have special places, objects, pictures or symbols?
ii) How are these used?

iii) What do they tell us about what people believe?

	Resources

The following texts and e-resources have been used for the sample learning activities below. Teachers are, of course, free to vary the resources suggested here to suit their pupils. 

· RE:Quest website: http://www.request.org.uk 
· Download Fresco Paint App: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.seanw.fresco.lite&hl=en



	Key Question: Why are some places special?

	Supplementary Question (a) What places are special to me? Why are they special?

	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities for teaching and learning
	Outcomes

(based on ‘can-do’ statements)
	References and notes

	Lesson 1

Pupils will:
· think about places that are special to them as individuals and to their families and begin to explain why they are special to them.
	Tell the children about a place that is special to you personally and explain why. In small, adult led (where possible), groups encourage children to discuss places that are special to them and their families. Encourage them to say why they are important them. Allow time for those who would like to share back to the whole class.

Provide children with a range of media, e.g. paint, crayon, pastel, watercolour pencils, felt tips and digital art studio (Fresco) and ask them to choose one to create a picture of their favourite place.
	Pupils:

· talk about things that happen to them.
	Key vocabulary: 

-
Additional resources/notes:

Computers running Fresco, or similar digital painting programme.



	Key Question: Why are some places special?

	Supplementary Question (b) What places are special to members of a religious or belief community?
(Buildings used for worship, special places in the home)

	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities for teaching and learning
	Outcomes
	References and notes

	Lesson 2

Pupils will:
· learn about places that are special to members of a religious or belief community.
	Visit to school from local minister to discuss special places.

Start by allowing children to ask questions about the minister’s favourite local location and / or favourite holiday location and share some of their own special places with him or her.
Ask the visitor if there is any other place that is special to him / her. Invite the visitor to describe their local place of worship, using photographs to show the children. Identifying key features such as the pulpit, lectern, windows, seating, organ, baptistery or font etc. Answer questions from the children about how these are used. 

Ask the children if this place might be special to anybody else, and if so, to whom and how it is used.
Ask the minister to answer and take questions from children again.

If needed, ask your own questions about why this place of worship is particularly special and what the minister and members of the belief community do there.

If there is time for a follow up activity ask the children to use captions and labels to record what they can remember about the photos shown by the local minister.
	Pupils:

· talk about things that happen to them.
	Key vocabulary: 

minister, vicar, pastor, church, chapel, pulpit, lectern, font, pews, organ, stained glass windows, baptistery, font, artwork, banner.
Additional resources/notes:
Invite and brief a local minister / vicar / pastor to talk about special places including their place of worship. Encourage them to bring photos or to send some in advance to put in a PowerPoint presentation to include key features such as the pulpit, lectern, windows, seating, organ, baptistery or font.


	Key Question: Why are some places special?

	Supplementary Question (c) What do these buildings that are special to religious or belief communities look like? 

(i) Do they have special places, objects, pictures or symbols?

	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities for teaching and learning
	Outcomes
	References and notes

	Lesson 3

Pupils will:
· look in more detail at buildings that are special to religious communities identifying special places, objects, pictures or symbols.
	Use the RE:Quest website and show the children different types of church building. Ask them if they know of any special places, objects, pictures or symbols that might be found within or around the different buildings.

Ask them to identify similarities and differences across the different types of church. In particular, what differences do they notice about the types of art seen?

Invite the children to draw a simple picture of one of the pieces of artwork seen using coloured pencils, e.g. a stained glass window, a carved statue or a fabric banner.
	Pupils:

· recognise religious art, symbols and words, and talk about them.
	Key vocabulary: 

church, chapel, symbol.

Additional resources/notes:

RE:Quest website.


	Key Question: Why are some places special?

	Supplementary Question (c) What do these buildings that are special to religious or belief communities look like?

(i) Do they have special places, objects, pictures or symbols? (ii) How are these used?

	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities for teaching and learning
	Outcomes
	References and notes

	Lesson 4

Pupils will:
· visit two buildings that are special to religious communities and identify special places, objects, pictures or symbols within them.
	Arrange for a whole year group to spend a day visiting local churches. 

For example, one class could visit an Anglican and a Methodist or Baptist church, the other could visit a different Anglican and a Catholic Church.

Ask each class to use iPads or cameras to record their findings – taking photos of special places, objects, pictures and symbols and asking the church guide or representative how these are used.


	Pupils:

· recognise religious art, symbols and words, and talk about them. 
· ask about what happens to others with respect for their feelings.
	Key vocabulary: 

Anglican, Church of England, Methodist, Roman Catholic, etc.

Names of key items in the churches, e.g., cross, pulpit, lectern, banner, etc

Additional resources/notes:

Cameras, IPads or other tablet computers if available.


	Key Question: Why are some places special?

	Supplementary Question (c) What do these buildings that are special to religious or belief communities look like?

(i)  Do they have special places, objects, pictures or symbols? (ii) How are these used? (iii) What do they tell us about what people believe?

	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities for teaching and learning
	Outcomes
	References and notes

	Lesson 5
Pupils will:
· use the photos taken by both classes to compare the special places objects, pictures and symbols in all the places of worship.


	Using laminated photos taken on the trip and photos taken in local churches and identify the special places, objects, pictures and symbols. 

Arrange the children in small groups. Give each group a set of photos from one of the churches. Lead the whole class in sorting the photos into categories such as outside the church, pulpits, lecterns, communion tables and alters, seating, musical tools, artwork, windows and fonts etc. After the sorting / group activities allow children time to study the photos in each category. Encourage and help children to spot similarities and differences between the different churches. 

Ask the children to say how each item is used and what they tell us about what the people believe.

Invite them to say which their favourite place of worship was and to give some reasons. 

Encourage them to draw a picture of the outside of their chosen place, using a photograph to help, labelling special features and saying why they might be there [e.g., a Noticeboard – to encourage people to come to church].
	Pupils:

· recognise religious art, symbols and words, and talk about them; 
· say what some Christian symbols stand for and say what some of the art is about.
	Key vocabulary: 

As above.
Additional resources/notes:
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