Awareness Mystery Value (AMV): Distinctively Local Schemes of Learning
	Key Stage 3 Unit 1: What experiences and beliefs are important to me and to others? [A&D]

This unit explores ideas of what it is to be human and relates them to religious and other beliefs.

	About this example

This example is built upon Quaker Meeting House in Street. It was written by Frances Thomson (Crispin School Academy) and is intended for a Y7 class. 
The programme of learning aims to engage students through activities that may, e.g:

· affirm identities and sense of belonging, relate to social interests, involve working with others and leave nobody out;

· offer an authentic experience or encounter, which challenges their own views and extends their understanding of others;

· introduce something new that they feel impelled to share with others; or help them to see the significance of something already familiar.

	Where the example fits into the curriculum 

This example connects with Areas of Enquiry A Exploring beliefs about spiritual dimensions of life (metaphysics) and D Exploring human identity and personality (psychology).

It terms of ‘experiences and opportunities’, the example connects with meeting Friends who belong to the local Meeting House and a visit to the Meeting House. Exploring the connections between religious education and other subject areas, such as History. It makes cross-curricular connections with SMSC and PSHCE.

	Prior Learning

In History, students have considered the contribution to the town of the Clarks Family.

In RE, students have considered how the beliefs of Quakerism may have contributed to the development of Street.

	Featured Religions / Beliefs
	Focus Areas of Enquiry

	Christianity
	AT 1: Learning ABOUT religion and belief
	AT 2: Learning FROM religion and belief

	
	A. Beliefs, teachings and sources
	(
	D. Identity, diversity and belonging
	(

	
	B. Practices and ways of life
	
	E. Meaning, purpose and truth
	

	
	C. Forms of expressing meaning
	
	F. Values and commitments
	


	Key Question: What experiences and beliefs are important to me and to others ?

	Supplementary Questions

	(a) What makes a human being special ? 
(b) What do we mean by human spirit? 
(c) Why are prayer, reflection and contemplation important to some people? 
(d) What do we mean by religious experience? 
(e) What do I think about the value and purpose of human beings?

	Resources

The following texts and e-resources have been used for the sample learning activities below. Teachers are, of course, free to vary the resources suggested here to suit their students:
· Clarks archive: http://www.clarks.co.uk/helpandinfo/archive 

· Brief history of the Quaker Meeting House in Street: http://www.quakersatstreet.org.uk/a-history-of-quakers-in-street.html 




	Key Question: What experiences and beliefs are important to me and to others?

	Supplementary Questions: (a) What makes a human being special? (b) What do we mean by human spirit? 

	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities for teaching and learning
	Outcomes
	References and notes

	Lesson 1

Students will:
· share beliefs;

· consider what we mean by spirit;

· why is a human being special? 

· identify some of key beliefs of Quakers 

· explain how beliefs affect social actions
	Ask students to stand along an ‘Agree/ disagree’ continuum according to their point of view on such beliefs as:

· Every human being is equal.

· The light of God is in all people.

· Every human being should be respected because they have something special to share.

· It is always wrong to take the life of another human being.

· We should always live in peace. 

· We should not use titles for people as everyone is equal.

At each question, ask students to share their reasons for their views. 

Conduct a ‘stilling’ exercise, i.e., a silent meditation, inviting students to reflect on the idea that ‘each day is a good day’. 

Ask students to make two headings in their notebooks and note the beliefs listed above in the following categories:

· Beliefs to do with living in communities 

· Beliefs to do with living a spiritual life 

Show the brief history of the Quaker Meeting House in Street [see web resources] and the values and beliefs of the Clarks family.

Encourage students to explain in their notebooks how the beliefs of the Clark family may have influenced the development of Street. 

Home work: Explain that a Quaker will be visiting the class next time and they should prepare some questions for them.
	Students:

· make links between the beliefs teachings and sources of different religious groups and show how they are connected to believers’ lives;

· ask questions about who we are and where we belong, and suggest answers which refer to people who have inspired and influenced myself and others. 
	Key vocabulary: 

stilling; peace; equality, Quaker; community, spiritual.

--- 

Additional resources/notes:

Brief history of the Quaker Meeting House




	Key Question: What experiences and beliefs are important to me and to others?

	Supplementary Questions: (a) What makes a human being special? (b) What do we mean by human spirit? (c) Why are prayer, reflection and contemplation important to some people? (d) What do we mean by religious experience? (e) What do I think about the value and purpose of human beings?

	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities for teaching and learning
	Outcomes
	References and notes

	Lesson 2

Students will:
· Meet with two friends from the local meeting house 
	(a) What do you think makes a human being special?

(b) Do you believe in the human spirit. What does the word spirit mean to you?

(c) are prayer, reflection and contemplation important to you?

(d) How do you pray, reflect and contemplate? 

(e) Have you had a religious experiences what happened to you?

(f) What religious experiences have famous Quakers had?

(g) What do you think about the value and purpose of human beings?

(h) Student questions why are you a Quaker? What do you believe? How do you get married etc..
	Students:

· note in their note books the answers to their questions and three of the 5 core questions 
	Key vocabulary: 

Quaker
--- 
Additional resources/notes:



	Key Question: What experiences and beliefs are important to me and to others?

	Supplementary Questions: (a) What makes a human being special? (b) What do we mean by human spirit? (c) Why are prayer, reflection and contemplation important to some people? (d) What do we mean by religious experience? (e) What do I think about the value and purpose of human beings?

	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities for teaching and learning
	Outcomes
	References and notes

	Lesson 3

Students will:
· experience a visit to a place of worship 
	Visit to the Quaker Meeting House in Street.
Ask students to respond to such questions as:
· Can you explain why the friends who gather here have the this pattern of seating?

· Teacher directed to light a candle and everyone to keep two minutes silence. Share thoughts, and feelings.

· What books are on the table? Why might they be here?

· What happens at meetings here?

· In the community room what can you see – what does this tell you about the values and beliefs of the Friends who gather here?


	Students:

· write a dairy of reflection after their visit OR

· create a power point of 5 slides about your visit 

· or write an article for the School News about your visit to encourage others to find out more or visit.
	Key vocabulary: 

Meeting House; Waiting on the spirit; worship 

--- 
Additional resources/notes:

Worksheet 

Visit to the Meeting House 



	Key Question: What experiences and beliefs are important to me and to others?

	Supplementary Questions: (a) What makes a human being special? (b) What do we mean by human spirit? (c) Why are prayer, reflection and contemplation important to some people? (d) What do we mean by religious experience? (e) What do I think about the value and purpose of human beings?

	Learning objectives
	Suggested activities for teaching and learning
	Outcomes
	References and notes

	Lesson 4

Students will:
· research local conscientious objectors and pacifists;

· research points of view, including form religions, on the question of a ‘Just War’;

· participate in a debate.
	Ask the students to research information about local people who were pacifists in WW1 and/or WW2.
Organise a class debate around the statement: ‘There can be no such thing as a Just War’ and provide the students with role cards .. peace pledge union.. peace testimony of Quakers.. Aquinas Just War .. the Vatican.. Jesus .. 
Ask them to choose or assign them a side in the debate and to prepare.
Select main speakers and hold the debate, ensuring that all have opportunities to ask questions and put points before a vote is taken.
	Students:

give different views on how faith may play a vital part in people’s identity;

use reasoning and examples to express insights into the relationship between beliefs, teaching and ethical issues;

describe and compare different interpretations of religious identity.
	Key vocabulary: 

Pacifism; Peace testimony; Light of God is in all men’; Absolutist stand; Peace pledge union; Just war.

--- 
Additional resources/notes: 

Internet research facilities. 
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