Awareness, Mystery, Value
http://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/

Developing and Assessing RE Learning
for a New Agreed Syllabus

Outcomes
You will have:

• become familiar with the ‘big ideas’ in RE around which the agreed syllabus is
built;
• learnt how to navigate the new agreed syllabus website;
• explored the learning processes involved in creating high quality RE
exemplars;
• learnt how to plan assessable activities for the RE programme of study;
• explored key resources to support teaching and learning for the new syllabus;
• been prepared to feedback key messages from the seminar to colleagues in
school..

A Vision for Pupils studying RE in Our Area
Pupils who follow the AMV syllabus gain a deep awareness of their own
and others’ identities; they wrestle with the mysteries of life and the
answers given by a wide variety of religions and beliefs; they develop a
clear sense of what is of real value in world today.
Pupils who follow this syllabus gain a deep knowledge and understanding
of the teachings, practices and life stories expressed in a variety of ways
within Christianity and other principal religions and world views. Through
reflection on their own beliefs and values in the light of their learning, they
grow in respect for themselves and others.
Pupils who follow this syllabus encounter the transformative power of
religions and beliefs in people’s lives – in our area, in the UK and in the
wider world. They demonstrate curiosity about men and women of faith
and commitment who have changed individual lives, society and culture.
Through RE, they feel compelled to imagine and contribute to the creation
of a better world for all.

Concept Challenge:
The Six Areas of Enquiry
o Beliefs, Teachings and Sources
o Practices and Ways of Life
o Forms of Expressing Meaning
o Identity, Diversity and Belonging
o Meaning, Purpose of Truth
o Values and Commitments

New features of AMV 2016
It is important to note that there are NO CHANGES to the 2011 programmes
of study.
The only new statutory requirement applies to the examples to be taken from religions
and beliefs at KEY STAGES 3 and 4. Over Key Stages 3 and 4 as a whole, there
should now be teaching about a non-religious worldview, such as Humanism, as well
as Christianity and other religious traditions.

New Guidance on Assessment and Progression
As well as the new statutory requirement, AMV 2016 includes
updated support for schools on the website. In particular, teachers
should take account of the advice on assessment of pupils’
progress in RE.
This new guidance has been produced in order to support schools
now that ‘assessment levels’ are no longer recommended
nationally.
Instead, a new guide to standards and assessment has been
provided that recognises the knowledge that pupils gain in RE as
well as their abilities to interpret and evaluate the material.

Time for RE & Legal Requirements
In order to ensure that the statutory
programmes of study in this agreed
syllabus are covered in sufficient
breadth and depth, it is estimated
that the following minimum hours
should be provided:
Foundation Stage: 36 hours per year
Key Stage 1: 36 hours per year
Key Stage 2: 45 hours per year
Key Stage 3: 45 hours per year
Key Stage 4: 40 hours per year
For post-16 students in full-time
education at community and
voluntary controlled schools: 10
hours per year.

The legal basis of RE:
‘Every maintained school in England
must provide a basic curriculum (RE,
sex education and the National
Curriculum). This includes provision for
RE for all registered pupils at the school
(including those in reception classes
and the sixth form), except for those
withdrawn by their parents (or
withdrawing themselves if they are aged
18 or over) in accordance with Schedule
19 to the School Standards and
Framework Act 1998.’
‘Every academy must, according to its
funding agreement, provide RE for all its
pupils – unless they are withdrawn by
their parents.’

Governors & Headteachers
Governing bodies and headteachers, like local authorities, must:
• ensure that RE is provided as part of the school's basic curriculum, following

the appropriate syllabus (Schedule 19 to the School Standards and
Framework Act 1998);
• provide an annual report to parents or carers giving brief particulars of

progress and achievements in all subjects including RE (Regulation 6 of the
Education (Pupil Information) (England) Regulations 2005, SI 2005/1437).
In order to fulfil legal requirements in relation to this agreed syllabus, schools
must provide religious education in accordance with the statutory programmes
of study.
Schools are not obliged to provide RE to pupils who are under compulsory
school age (section 80(2)(a) of the Education Act 2002), although there are
many instances of good practice where RE is taught to these pupils.

The Local Dimension
This syllabus prompts teachers, where appropriate to their school community,
to introduce local features as well as those with national or global
significance:
• People with local connections: Tottenham Quakers such as Priscilla

Wakefield, Elizabeth Fry and Luke Howard. Thomas Barnardo. ‘Gypsy’
Smith, a Christian evangelist. Billy Graham. William Bedwell. Roman Halter.
• Christian Places of Worship: Cathedrals, Churches and Abbeys.
• Christian diversity: Anglican, Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Non-conformist

and Independent Christian churches.
• Religious diversity: synagogues, mosques, temples, Buddhist centres and

gurdwaras. Plus, where the school feels it appropriate, minority religious
and non-religious traditions, such as Bahá'í and Humanism.
• As well as individuals and local communities, schools may choose to

illustrate broader investigations with a study of religious art and artefacts in
local museums or galleries.

Navigating the New Website
http://www.awarenessmysteryvalue.org/

Resourcing the Programme
★
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The Diocese of London
RE Today Publications
NATRE membership
REonline and other websites
Articles of Faith
Tailored CPD and courses for schools

www.reonline.org.uk

NATRE provides a termly mailing of high quality
curriculum-focused materials

RE Today and NATRE members and
subscribers receive:
www.natre.org.uk

RE Today and
NATRE subscription

•

3 termly copies of RE Today

•

3 termly issues of Resource magazine

•

3 freshly published curriculum books of cutting edge

•

RE practice (choose secondary or primary)

•

Members Access to our web downloads: PowerPoints,

2016-17: £75.

• worksheet + classroom-ready materials – hundreds of items!
•

Save 10% on RE Today courses and books

Two days’ training
plus gap tasks.

Assessment in Discovery RE

What is Discovery RE?
Detailed medium-term plans for RE from Years F1/2 to Year 6, using an enquiry-based
approach to teaching and learning.
• Provides a whole school overview/long-term plan
• Recognises that Christianity needs to be taught in every year of each Key Stage
• Includes a set of plans that enable a fresh and progressive look at Christmas and Easter
• Features detailed medium-term plans for the teaching of Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam,
Judaism, and Sikhism and also encourages the exploration of non-religious beliefs and
philosophies

and how does it help to deliver RE?

• Incorporates Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural
development opportunities
• Encourages mindfulness
• Challenges students to think, to get involved, to ask
questions and to seek/weigh up answers

+
Full assessment process, task sheets, attainment
descriptors, exemplification… beyond levels…
woohoo!!! ☺Easy…green, red, blue, (then green again)

and how does it help to deliver RE?

Use the 4-Step model
Use the 4-step model to plan teaching and learning
activities with an ENQUIRY-based approach
Let’s unpack this…
Theme: Christianity

Our enquiry
Christianity Enquiry Question:
‘Do Christians think God wants them to look after
the world?’

The 4 Step process
‘Do Christians think God wants them to look after the world?’

Assessment in Discovery RE
3 descriptors…working at/towards/beyond for
• end of each enquiry
• end of each year group
• end of KS1/lower KS2/end of KS2
Green Personal resonance Steps 1 and 4
Blue Knowledge and understanding (AT1) Step 2
Red Critical/evaluative thinking…application (AT2)

How do you feel?

For support, contact the Discovery RE Team:
www.discoveryschemeofwork.com
+44(0)1202 377192
jan@janlevergroup.com

For colleagues back at school
o What are the new features of AMV and where
o
o
o
o

can you find them?
What are the six areas of enquiry and why are
they important for children’s learning in RE?
What are the new learning outcomes and how
do they relate to the programmes of study?
How can effective feedback to pupils on their
attainment and progress be best managed?
Where are the best resources to support
pupils’ learning to be found?

A pupil’s view
‘RE tackles the most important questions in life and is therefore, for me, the
most important school subject.’
Jonathan, age 12

