How Ganesha came to be
There was once a beautiful goddess called Parvati who was married to a great god called Shiva.

Parvati and Shiva were very happy together, but there was one thing that made Parvati sad. She had no children and really wished that she had a little boy or a little girl to love.

The great god Shiva was always very busy and didn’t notice that Parvati was becoming sadder and sadder.
One day, when Shiva was away and Parvati was alone working in the kitchen, she had an amazing idea.

“I shall make a little boy of my own!” she cried. So she mixed some gram flour and oil to make some dough and carefully moulded it into the shape of a little boy. She breathed life into him and there he was – her own little smiling boy! Parvati was overjoyed. She decided to call him Ganesha. 

Shiva was still away from home, fighting battles for the gods and knew nothing of this.
And so Parvati and her new son passed the time happily together. Ganesha was a cheerful little boy who did everything he could to help his mother. One day Parvati asked him to stand by the door of their house and to guard it while she took a bath. Ganesha was proud to have this important job and stood by the door like a soldier on guard.
At that very moment, Shiva returned home from his battles, carrying his mighty sword. He was shocked to see a young boy blocking the door to his own house.

“Let me pass!” boomed Shiva.

“You cannot enter, Sir!”  Ganesha replied bravely.

Shiva was furious and in his anger he cut off Ganesha’s head with his sword!

Parvati came out to see what all the noise was about and was horrified to see her beautiful boy, Ganesha, lying dead. She wept and wept bitterly. 

When Shiva realised what a terrible mistake he had made, he promised that he would try to put things right. He commanded his soldiers to go into the forest and bring back the head of the first living creature they could find. The soldiers set off into the forest, where the first creature they found was an elephant!

The soldiers returned with the elephant’s head and Shiva put the head onto Ganesha’s body.Ganesha came back to life, but now he had an elephant’s head!  Even so, Parvati was happy that her son was alive again. She cuddled him and soon found that she loved his big ears and his elephant’s trunk. Even though he looked different, she knew it was her own beautiful boy, and she was happy to think that this Ganesha was made by her and Shiva.
Ganesha became very special and Shiva gave him wonderful powers.

“From now on,” said Shiva, “people will worship Ganesha as a great god. He will have the power to help anyone who has worries or who has something difficult to do.”

And so, to this day, Hindu people have statues and pictures of Ganesha in their homes and in their temples. They pray to him to help them whenever they have an important job to do or a new challenge in their lives.
adapted by Annie Fisher August 2009
