Leicester School children talk about Navratri
· http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/local/leicester/hi/people_and_places/religion_and_ethics/newsid_9084000/9084077.stm 
BBC Text Intro: 
“A group of children from Abbey Primary School in Leicester explain what the Hindu festival of Navratri is about. They begin by explaining why the festival is celebrated and why Hindus pray to certain Gods during the nine days. They also talk about what the 10th day, which ends the festival, represents.”

Transcript:
“My name is Krishan. On 1 to 3 days of Navratri we pray to the Goddess Durga and She helps to remove ‘Unkindness’ in us. Navratri means: ‘Nav’ means Nine and ‘Ratri’ means nights.”

“My name is ... 3 to 6 Days of Navratri we pray to the Goddess Lakshmi who helps us find Good Health, Wealth & Happiness.”

“My name is Nyati. Six to Nine days of Navratri we pray to the Goddess Saraswati to give us Knowledge and help us to be thoughtful. We enjoy this time of year as we get to dance every afternoon in the school.”

“My name is Janaki and in Navratri people go to the temple with decorated Aarti plates. Inside it’s decorated with different materials including rice and beans.”

“My name is Vivi. In Navratri people go to shops and buy sweets. These sweets are given to God as an offering. After that they give the sweets to other people.”

“My name is Shruti. In Navratri ladies wear Saris. Children wear Chaniya Choli. They even wear Bindis and jewellery. Men wear Churida.”

“My name is Divanki and we like doing Mehndi [Henna] on our hands.”

“My name is Nyati. The eighth day is Ashthmi and it is very important. Girls are invited to people’s houses as they represent Goddesses. This is called ‘Goyani’ [in Gujerat or ‘Kanjak’ in Punjab]. Food is served and gifts are given to them.”

“My name is Dileesha. After the ninth day, is the 10th day called Dussehra which marks the victory of Good over Evil and also the ‘Motherhood’ of God.”

All: “The most important thing about Navratri is the dancing – hurray!!”

End.
