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Haile Selassie was crowned Emperor of Ethiopia in 1930 and ruled with almost absolute power for 44 years. Haile Selassie was a Christian, a member of the Ethiopian Church who was seen by many across the world as a successful leader who had brought peace and stability to Ethiopia. But, to a group of Jamaicans who had read the teachings of Marcus Garvey (a famous black activist/writer) Haile Selassie was more than an Emperor, he was in fact a reincarnation of God, (Jah). The followers of Marcus Garvey identified Haile Selassie as ‘a conquering lion who will tear the whip of oppression out of the hand of the descendant of the slave driver’ (Spencer, 1999, Dread Jesus).
 (
His Imperial Majesty Emperor Haile Selassie 1 is 
Jah
, King of Kings and Lords of Lords. It’s in the bible, we didn’t make these things up. It’s natural. Follow me? Okay ‘King of Kings, Lords of Lords’ is a title. It’s in the bible. And it’s a tribe.
 
Like the root of David. Yes, so its history. So, it
’s not like we Jamaicans made it
 up. And he is the one who comes as ‘The Conquering Lion’ and not ‘The lamb to the slaughter.
Michael Rose, Rasta Theologian
)
Why do Rastas think he is Lord?
· Haile Selassie is a descendant of King
Solomon, one of the Greatest people of the Bible.
· As a gifted leader he used politics to fight for peace and justice for Africans. His politics led to his identification as the embodiment of the Rasta Spirit.
· Jah, the liberator of the black man  must be born into this world as a black man, Selassie is that black messiah.
· The bible predicts an important man coming out of Ethiopia: 
“Princes shall soon come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall soon stretch her hands out unto God” (Psalm 68:31)

Is Haile Selassie dead?
Rasta’s will say ‘no’; because Selassie is recognized as a God among mankind he can transcend death. When Bob Marley was confronted with the news of Selassie’s death he explained “Selassie I, you can check him so. ‘Cause if him eighty three today, tomorrow you see him and he twenty-eight. And next morning him a baby, and today him a bird. Yeah man! Jah live! Ya cyan kill God!” Rasta’s believe Selassie moved to a higher plane. There are disputes within Rastafari about what form Selassie now takes. Some believe he exists in flesh somewhere; possibly in hiding, other Rastas believe that he exists as a spirit. Rasta Garth Dennis explains that a person cannot feel Selassie, “no, no, no, we don’t feel! When you ‘feel’, you doubt. Jah live man!”.

Tasks:
a) Write 5 facts about the life of Selassie (e.g. where he lived, his job, religion and achievements).
b) Who was Marcus Garvey and why is he important to Rastafari?
c) Read the passage by Michael Rose. Why do you think Selassie is described as a lion? Who is the lamb?
d) Give as many reasons as possible why Selassie is recognised by Rastas as the God.
e) What do you thin Garth Dennis means when he says ‘When you feel you doubt’? Can you describe a time when you have doubted?			
f) Extension: Can you find any similarities between Selassie and other religious figures?
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