	Individual Learning Project -  Year 8 – Term 3

	Subject:       Religious Studies

	Project Title: Rastafari.          
Choose either task a or b:
TASK A) Individual or group work task (2/3 persons): Create your own reggae song, the lyrics must be adapted from a biblical Psalm. (Higher Ability)
TASK B) Individual or group work task (2/3 persons) or individual task: Create a model or diagram of a Nyabingi scene. You must include an information sheet or a labelling system. NB Marijuana must not be part of your display because it is an illegal and harmful drug.

	When should I hand this project in? 
Your last RE lesson of the term. 

	How long should I spend on this project?
15 hours. This time includes research which can be in the form of talking to people, listening to the suggested music or browsing the websites.

	What will I learn from this project?
Task a) You will learn how to work with other people or effectively manage your own time. You will know what a psalm is and where you can find one it the bible. You will gain a deep understanding of one of these psalms when you translate it into modern day language. You will gain a better understanding of how music is used in religious worship. For this task you will be practising the PLTS skills of ‘Team Worker and/or Creative Thinker’.

Task b) You will learn how to work with other people or effectively manage your own time. You will know what Nyabingi is and how a Rasta engages with it. You will learn how to use you chosen equipment t make your model or diagram. For this task you will be practising the PLTS skills of ‘Team Worker and/or Creative Thinker’.

	What resources should I use?
Task a)
· http://www.rastafarian.net/
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/rastafari/ (Go to ‘Customs’ and ‘Rastafarian music’)
· A Bible. Look in the contents of the Old Testament for the ‘Psalms’.
· For inspiration, listen to Bob Marley, Burning Spears’, Judy Mowatt, Damian Marley, Melodians.
· The reggae backing track found on the school website (you can write the lyrics to this melody).

Task b) 
· http://www.rastafarian.net/
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/rastafari/ (Go to ‘Customs’ and ‘worship and customs’)
· http://www.religionfacts.com/a-z-religion-index/rastafarianism.htm
· Your own chosen materials e.g. cardboard, plastic, wood, design computer programme.


	What shall I do to get started?
Task a) Look up the Psalms in a Bible and choose one you like or are interested in. Listen to some Rastafari reggae music and the backing track which is on the school website for you to use for your song.  
Task b) Research Rasta worship using the bbc website. Research Rasta symbols and instruments. Remember Rasta worship (Nyabingi) can happen anywhere you need to use what you learn to design what you see is a suitable place.


	How shall I plan my time?  This is a suggested plan of action for task a, you can change it for yourself, you can come to a homework lunchtime session to get help to change it.
Week 1) Form a group of 2 or 3 with people in my class. Arrange with my group where and when we are going to meet next week (this will be somewhere with a Bible or internet access). Agree to listen to some reggae before we next meet up. (30 minutes) On your own listen to Bob Marley’s Iron Lion Zion, then read Psalm 137, can you see any links? (1 hour)
Week 2) Look up the contents page in a Bible and find the Psalms. Take it in turns to read on aloud and talk about what it might mean. Agree on one psalm to work on. (2 hours). Agree to all go and research individually a different part or theme of the psalm. Research this by talking to adults, your tutor, teacher and using the internet prepare some notes to share with your group next week. (3 hours)
Week 3) Meet as a group and talk about what you have found out and what you would like your modern version of the psalm to be. Perhaps there is a particular topic from the psalm like love, struggle you feel you could use in your modern reggae rasta song. Begin by rewriting some of the lines from the psalm. Think about the structure of the song and the melody it will fit. Have a rough outline of the lyrics. (2 hours).
Week 4) Finish writing your lyrics. Consider how you will present your song. Will you record it using a computer, or mobile phone, or video camera. Will you write the lyrics out in neat? (3 hours)
Week 5) Produce the final piece of work to be presented. This could mean you film the music video or write the lyrics up neatly. Remember you must show the teacher which psalm you have adapted. Check your work will achieve the level you are aiming for. (2 hours)
Week 6) Complete the top sheet and ask your parents/carers to do so also. (1.30 hours). Hand in your work.

	I am still stuck, what should I do?
1. Read this over again very carefully OR ask someone else (a parent / brother / sister / grandparent / friend) to read it and explain it to you.
2. Talk to other people in the Year group to see what they are doing.
3. Go to homework club in the library and ask for help. The library opens at 8am and is open until 4 after school.
4. Ask your RE teacher for help.


	How will my project be marked?

You will achieve Level 3 if you…  show you have thought about either the Rastafari worship style or the Psalms of the Bible  when you either describe the worship or retell the psalm.
You will achieve Level 4 if you… show you have really understood the different parts of the Nyabingi worship or the psalm when you use Rasta key words to describe either each part of the worship or the meaning of the psalm. 
You will achieve Level 5 if you…create a unique piece of work to explain either the Nyabingi or the meaning of the psalm.
You will achieve Level 6 if you… create a unique piece of work that applies the meanings taken from either the Nyabingi or the psalm to experiences today.




