How important was Bob Marley to Rastafari?

Starter:

As a class, produce a thought bubble on Marley. Read the obituary to add to the bubble.

Video – Google video ‘bob_marley_biography.wmv’

Mins 1 – 8

· Why did Rastafari appeal to Marley?

· How does he describe Halie Selassie and why?

· How was Marley political? Give at least 2 examples.

· Write a few lines about the death of Bob Marley.

Plenary:

Hand out lyrics and bible passages. Ask class (individual write in books or discuss as small group) to choose how important Marley was to Rastafari (moderately, key, essential).

Students make their own metaphor about Marley and Rastafari. E.G. Marley is like toothpaste to a toothbrush.

Obituary

Bob Marley, the eloquent ambassador of reggae

An obituary to Bob Marley’s obituary can be found on the Guardian website at http://www.guardian.co.uk/theguardian/1981/may/12/fromthearchive
Redemption Song lyrics

Lyrics can be found, e.g., at:

http://www.lyricsbox.com/bob-marley-lyrics-redemption-song-l9x9rdv.html

or: 

http://www.elyrics.net/read/b/bob-marley-lyrics/redemption-song-lyrics.html

Tasks

Task 1 Highlight

Old pirates yes they rob I -- And who are these pirates? In history, they were of course the European slavers, in collusion with certain traitor-princes of West Africa. In the spiritual sense, the slavers are the Spirits of the Air, the fallen watchers mentioned in the Book of Enoch; the corrupt chieftains are we ourselves, we who... Sold I to the merchant ships that is, to bondage to materialism and the god and goods of this world. Bound in the hulls and hells of the slave-ships of our own bodies, we are carried away from our spiritual homeland, the true Ethiopia which means "union with God", into slavery to self-centeredness. From the Unfathomable Abyss of Love, as God is called by the Elders, we are cast into the Abyss of the devil and his angels, just as (according to the Jamaican elders asked why JAH permitted slavery), the Africans who had abandoned the true faith for obeah were punished with exile from the Black Man's home, and just as the people of Jerusalem were carried off to the Babylonian captivity for their idolatry. But, as with the exile of the Israelites to Babylon, this exile is also in a way a necessary thing, a desperate last-resort call: Awaken! Once one recognizes that one is a slave and an exile, one has started to return, and the very power of Babylon is, as in the Hebrew days, the arm of the Lord carrying His People home: Minutes after they took I from the bottomless pit. Hudade begins with the call to repent, to return from exile, to return to our roots which are in JAH's own love. We can not do this alone: human strength cannot bridge the gap from Adam to God. But God himself will give us strength for the effort: My hand it was made strong by the hand of the Almighty Forward in this generation triumphantly What then is the effort for which we are strengthened, the struggle to which we are called? It is the Ascetic struggle: Emancipate your selves from mental slavery None but our selves can free our mind --our "selves" being our true selves, the Image and Likeness of the King. Wa - have no fear for atomic energy Cause none of them can change the time However strong the "powers and principalities" of this world, the rulers of the elements (as they think themselves) may seem, they are powerless. The true King of the Elements is JAH Adonai Egziabher, and it is He who has set the times and seasons...including, as an icon, the sacred time of Hudade. How long will they kill our prophets while we stand aside and look? Here the perspective tilts forward to the last and most difficult week of the season, the Great Week before Fasika. As they killed the prophets, they will kill the Son also-- and "they" are "we", for the very Apostles "stood aside and looked" (if indeed they were even brave enough to do that!) But that despairing hour, when the struggle seems to have been in vain, is not the end: Some say it's just a part of it, we got to fulfil the book. Won't you help to sing these songs of freedom? All I ever had-- redemption songs, these songs of freedom. May the compassionate Saviour of the World, through the intercessions of His All-Pure Mother Maryam, of the Ascetic Fathers Takla Haymanot the Ethiopian and Gabra Manfas Qeddus, and of all the saints, guide us through the Ocean of the Fast that we may be found worthy to behold His Third-Day Resurrection!
Task 2

Answer the following:

a) Why did Rastafari appeal to Marley?

b) How does he describe Haile Selassie and why?

c) How was Marley political? Give at least 2 examples.

d) Write a few lines about the death of Bob Marley. Include some notes on his beliefs in your answer.






